Georgia insight

“She hath done what she could.” Mark 14:8a
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They’re Called “Romeo and Juliet Clauses”
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16 years of age and the person convicted of sodomy is 18 years of age or younger and is no more
than four years older than the victim, such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

"o O00&™ , . t Ifthe victim is at least 13 but less than 16 years of age
and the person convicted of statutory rape is 18 years of age or younger and is no more than four
years older than the victim, such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

" 00/t % O t If the victim is at least 13 but less than 16 years of age
and the person convicted of child molestation is 18 years of age or younger and is no more than
four years older than the victim, such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

"o 00/t - ! % O + When the victim is at least 13 but less
than 16 years of age, the person convicted of aggravated child molestation is 18 years of age or
younger and is no more than four years older than the victim and the basis of the charge of
aggravated child molestation involves an act of sodomy shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.



" 0012 * % 3 . t If the victim is at least 13 but
less than 16 years of age and the person convicted of enticing a child for indecent purposes is 18
years of age or younger and is no more than four years older than the victim, such person shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.

Status of H.B. 1059
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ACTION - Oppose. Contact Senate Rules Committee Senators Balfour, Ch., 404 656-0095,
SS9BALFOUR@AOL.COM; Hamrick, V-Ch., 656-0036, bil.hamrick@senate.ga.gov; Seabaugh, Sec., 656-6446,
mail@mitchseabaugh.com; Adelman, 463-1376, david.adelman@senate.ga.gov; Butler, 656-0075,
gloria.butler@senate.ga.gov; Hill, 656-5038, jack.hill@senate.ga.gov; Hooks, 656-0065; Johnson, 656-5109,
ejohnson@legis.state.ga.us; Moody, 463-8055, dan.moody@senate.ga.gov; Stephens, 656-0048; D. Thomas, 656-
6436, don.thomas@senate.ga.gov; and Unterman, 463-1368, renee.unterman@senate.ga.us
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ACTION - Support. Contact Senate Education & Youth Committee Senators Moody, Ch., 404 463-8055,
dmoody@legis.state.ga.us; Carter, 463-1363, joseph@josephcarter2004.com; Don Thomas, 656-6436,
dthomas@legis.state.ga.us; Balfour, 656-0095, ss9balfour@aol.com; Douglas, 656-0503, jfdouglas@aol.com; Fort, 656-
5091, vfort@legis.state.ga.us; Jack Hill, 656-5038, jhill@legis.state.ga.us; Starr, 656-7586; Regina Thomas, 463-7784,
rthoas@legis.state.ga.us; and Weber, 463-2260, djweber@bellsouth.net
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1 believe our governor is well-intentioned and well-motivated. And it is with reluctance that |
rise to speak in opposition. However, certain core principles, values and deep concerns
compel me to vote “no.” The infusion of tax dollars serves to secularize the Church. Such
grants may only fund social programs such as child-care, foster care, adoption and other
similar services, but cannot be used for activities that clearly proclaim the faith. Thus, the
once “faith-based” program will have actually lost its basis in faith.

Religious organizations will be prohibited from evangelizing or teaching the Bible as a
condition of receiving their social services. Christian charities that take state funds will be
bound by what is considered federal law in the use of those funds. Church programs that
receive funding from the state could be forced to hire employees and accept volunteers whose
faith is diametrically opposed to the ministry’s mission. Churches will be forced to hire those
whose so-called lifestyle they believe the Bible describes as sinful.

The unintended consequences of this so-called faith-based initiative will be a profound
reduction of Christian influence on society. Services that Christian groups provide will
become non-religious, or secular, the instant that they receive state money. The numbers of
people brought to Christ by these ministries will be greatly reduced when people can take
advantage of religious charity stripped of any Christian influence.

Right now, everything Christian is being purged from the public sphere and relegated to the
private areas of the heart, home and Church. This proposal will actually speed this trend.
Christians will be forced to support, with our tax dollars, such organizations as the
Ravenwood Church and Seminary of Wicca, which is a state recognized “faith-based”
church.

Do you want to go home and tell your people that you approved a measure that provides
funding to the Witches? What about the church of Satan? We can’t discriminate and only
fund faith-based programs that are Christian.

I’'m certain that the Governor honestly believes that faith-based social programs should not be
discriminated against and that it is only fair to allow them to compete on a level playing field.
The problem is not intentions. The problem is negative consequences, however unintended,
that will result.
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Another State Symbol
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ACTION - Support. Contact Senate Rules Committee Senators Balfour, Ch., 404 656-0095,
SS9BALFOUR@AOL.COM; Hamrick, V-Ch., 656-0036, bil.hamrick@senate.ga.gov; Seabaugh, Sec., 656-6446,
mail@mitchseabaugh.com; Adelman, 463-1376, david.adelman@senate.ga.gov; Butler, 656-0075,
gloria.butler@senate.ga.gov; Hill, 656-5038, jack.hill@senate.ga.gov; Hooks, 656-0065; Johnson, 656-5109,
ejohnson@legis.state.ga.us; Moody, 463-8055, dan.moody@senate.ga.gov; Stephens, 656-0048; D. Thomas, 656-
6436, don.thomas@senate.ga.gov; and Unterman, 463-1368, renee.unterman@senate.ga.us

Paper Trail Ballots
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ACTION - Support. Contact this short list of House Rules Representatives Ehrhart, Ch., 404 656-5141,
eaeh@facilitygroup.com; Burneister, 656-5024, sue.burmeister@house.ga.gov; Mills, 656-5099; Burkhalter, 656-5072,
mark.burkhalter@house.ga.gov; Graves, 657-8440, repdavidgraves@hotmail.com; Keen, 656-5052,
jlkeen@pbellsouth.net; Walker, 656-5139, lwalker@nfumc.org; and Willard, 656-5124, wendall.willard@house.ga.gov
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ACTION - Support. Contact House Rules Representatives Ehrhart, Ch., 404 656-5141, eaeh@facilitygroup.com;
Burneister, 656-5024, sue.burmeister@house.ga.gov; Mills, 656-5099; Burkhalter, 656-5072,
mark.burkhalter@house.ga.gov; Graves, 657-8440, repdavidgraves@hotmail.com; Keen, 656-5052,
jlkeen@pbellsouth.net; Walker, 656-5139, lwalker@nfumc.org; and Willard, 656-5124, wendall.willard@house.ga.gov

Georgia Insight " "H # - " o

Georgia Insight



