Georgia insight

“She hath done what she could.” Mark 14:8a
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Senate Study Committee recommendation:
Repeal laws and constitutional power allowing eminent domain for economic development and redevelopment.
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Our legislative recommendations have received the highest praise from the Institute for Justice
(the national legal organization which argued the E  case before the U.S. Supreme Court),
the Pacific Legal Foundation (a national foundation specializing in defending property rights
and the U.S. Constitution), and the National Legal Foundation (a legal foundation which
represents non-profit ministries from redevelopment takings).

The other legislative approach, H.B. 1313 and H.R. 1306, which both just passed the House
leaves the power of eminent domain intact for redevelopment in instances of ‘blight’.

The philosophical difference is that the Senate Study Report draws a distinct line for the use of
eminent domain. In line with the E  dissent written by Justice Clarence Thomas, we believe
government should use eminent domain only for traditional public uses as originally intended
in the 5" Amendment of the Bill of Rights. The Senate Study Report and its resulting
legislation do not support the U.S. Supreme Court’s E  decision expanding public use to
include public benefits associated with economic development or redevelopment.

Instead, blight can and should be remedied through Georgia’s Nuisance Abatement Code, not
through eminent domain that sidesteps due process of law. It is often said that eminent
domain is needed as a remedy for ‘crack’ houses, but again that is part of the normal police
powers of the state to confiscate property that has been used in the commission of a crime.

Allowing blight to be a loophole to use eminent domain powers will only create more
bureaucracy, more legal battles, and more heartache for the people who can least afford it.
This encourages a predatory economic model that preys on the weak. We have an historic
opportunity to restore a bedrock foundation stone in our Constitution that has been eroded by
the courts over the past 50 years. For those who truly appreciate the wisdom and sacrifice of
our Founding Fathers, this is not a time to lose courage and stop halfway to the goal.
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ACTION - Oppose H.B. 1313 & H.R. 1306 unless they are amended to delete blight as reason for eminent domain.

(1) Contact the Governor at 404 656-1776. Ask that he delete blight as a reason for using eminent domain power.

(2) Ask Senate Judiciary to delete blight. Contact Senators P. Smith, Ch., 404 656-0034, pwsmith@legis.state.ga.us;
Harp, V-Ch., 463-3931, sethharp@aol.com; Hill, Sec., 656-0150, judson@judsonhill.com; Adelman, 463-2376,
dadelman@legis.state.ga.us; Brown, 656-5035; Carter, 463-1363, joseph@josephcarter2004.com; Hamrick, 656-
0036, bhamrick@legis.state.ga.us; Meyer von Bremen, 656-0037, mmeyer@legis.state.ga.us; Reed, 463-1379,
kreed@legis.state.ga.us; Weber, 463-2260, djweber@bellsouth.net; and Wiles, 657-0406, john@johnwiles.com.

(3) Ask your representative to disagree with Senate changes. That puts bills in a joint conference committee.
(4) Ask House committee chairmen to disagree with Senate version. Phone numbers are listed under P.S., p. 3.
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ACTION - Support. Contact House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee Representatives listed under S.B. 456 below.
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ACTION - Support S.B. 316, S.B. 541 & S.B. 456. They’re all in the same committee. Contact House Judiciary Non-
Civil Committee Representatives Ralston, Ch., 404 656-5943, dralston1@tds.net; Mumford, V-Ch., 656-0254; Setzler,
Sec., 656-0126, lesetzler@mactec.com; Abdul-Salaam, 656-0325; Bearden, 656-0287, bearden4house68@aol.com;
Bordeaux, 656-6372; Cooper, 656-5024; Franklin, 656-5087; Jacobs, 656-0325, mike@meetmikejacobs.com; Knox, 656-
6831, tknox@legis.state.ga.us; Millar, 656-0188; Randall, 656-0109, nrandall@legis.state.ga.us
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ACTION - Support. Ask your representative to vote YES. The Senate passed it 54 to 0 with two not voting.
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House Committee Chairmen Representatives McCall, 656-5115; Harbin, 463-2247; Mills, 656-5099; Manning, 656-
7868; T. Smith, 656-5105; Yates, 656-5126; Stephens, 656-5122; Coleman, 656-9210; Lane, 656-5115; Scott, 656-
5132; Cooper, 463-8142; Hembree, 656-5146; Walker, 656-5139; Coan, 656-6801; Heard, 657-8441; Knox, 656-6831;
Forster, 656-3947; Williams, 656-3904; Willard, 656-5125; Ralston, 656-5943; Chambers, 656-3949; Sims, 656-0287; L.
Smith, 656-7149; Day, 656-5096; Lewis, 656-9198; Franklin, 656-5087; Graves, 656-0109; Bridges, 656-5143; Ehrhart,
656-5141; Amerson, 657-8443; Barnard, 656-5138; V. Smith, 656-7153; O’Neal, 656-5103.
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S.R. 1189 as it would any other privileged resolution, without fanfare or debate. But as the
gavel came down and I heard the name of Jane Fonda, I immediately knew that we had made
a terrible mistake that stained the honor not only of this Senate, but of this entire state.

“I can think of no living American who is less worthy of this recognition than Jane Fonda. She
is as guilty of treason as was Benedict Arnold and Tokyo Rose. She betrayed her country in
wartime, she worked for our defeat, she visited American POWs not to help them, but as the
guest of the enemy and she betrayed them by not reporting back to our government what she
had seen. She was photographed in enemy anti aircraft guns aiming at our own pilots,
wearing parts of the enemy uniform. ...

“In 1973 about our returning Prisoners of War, she said they were liars, they were not beaten,
they were not starved, they were not brainwashed.”

7 $ “Ladies and Gentlemen of the Senate, honoring Jane Fonda, no
matter how much good work she might be doing now, would be the equivalent of this Senate
spitting on each person who has ever worn the uniform of this country. Let’s honor every
Georgian who answered the call of our nation to serve in Vietnam and every other war, and
never, never forget those who did not return. We cannot, we must not allow this resolution to
stand unchallenged. We have a stellar track record of supporting our troops and veterans.
Let’s not throw all of that away. Please vote YES for reconsideration.”
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